[Survey of helminthic infections and treatment of Taenia species infection among the aborigines in Chien-Shih District, Hsin-Chu County, northern Taiwan].
Six hundred and sixteen out of 770 (80%) aborigines examined were found to be infected with intestinal helminthes. A total of 7 species of parasites were detected with the formalin-ether concentration technique. The infection rate of Ascaris lumbricoides was 77.1%, Trichuris trichiura 28.8%, Taenia sp. 18.4%, Enterobius vermicularis 1.6%, and there was one case each of hookworm, Hymenolepis nana and H. diminuta infections. Infection rate was slightly higher among females (81.3%) than males (78.9%). It was also higher in Yu-Feng (86.9%) than Shiu-Luan villages (75.5%). The incidence of helminthic parasites was found in all ages. 11-20 age-group was the highest (84.4%), followed by 1-10 (81.5%), 51 and more (80.6%), 41-50 (77%), 31-40 (76%), and 21-30 (72%). In general, the rate seems to be higher among the young and old. But, the rate of Taenia sp. was increased with the increase in age. Taenia sp. was found to be of considerable high prevalence. However, only 7 out of the 252 (2.7%) junior high school students were found infected in contrast to the 18.4% found in the villages. After atabrine treatment, 108 adult worms, 83 with and 25 without scolices were obtained from 54 of 72 treated cases. The number of expelled worms varied from 1 to 8, with an average of 2 worms per infected person. 29 (53.7%) aborigines expelled only one worm, and 25 (46.3%) cases expelled more than one worms.